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Meet The Junior Writers in This Issue!
Jenna Fees

Cody Furniss

Nate Staskiewicz

Jack Stinger

Dylan Sacks

Joseph Murray

Danny Riordan

Ty Weaver

Joshua Cronenwett

Jaret Maynard

James de Lambert

Shooting sports have 
always been a part of 
Jenna’s family life. She 
began hunting at age 
seven and competitively 
shooting at age nine. 
During the past nine years, 
she’s been consistently 
training in Sporter Air 
Rifle through Trigger 
Time 4-H Shooting Club 
and Fairfax Rod and Gun 

Club, earning over seventy-five first, second and third place medals in 
District, State and National competitions. Jenna holds a Distinguished 
Expert ranking in Sporter class with both the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program and the National Rifle Association. Qualified to compete in 
the 2012 Junior Olympics in Sporter Air Rifle, she came in 11th out of 
170 shooters in the Nation.  Again, in 2013, Jenna qualified to compete 
in the Junior Olympics on a four-man Club team and won First Place 
National Champions, in addition to receiving the Silver Medal in the 
NRA Prone Individual competition. She has competed in numerous 
national competitions and is a Virginia Certified Rifle Instructor in Rifle, 
Shotgun and Archery.

Cody loves Cowboy Fast Draw. A sport 
that is challenging; you get to compete 
one-on-one against others by shooting 
at steel targets with wax bullets. He 
started when he was eight and looks 
forward to another year of adventure 
and challenges.

Nate is 14. He practices on a regular 
basis using a SIRT pistol which is a safe 
laser pistol. He enjoys steel challenge 
and USPSA, but 3-Gun is his passion.

“I am 17 and have been shooting competitively 
for nine years. I’ve participated in metallic 
silhouette, trap, skeet, IDPA, USPSA, and 
3-Gun. My favorite shooting sport is most 
definitely 3-Gun. My favorite subject in school 
is history. My dream career is to be an officer 
in the military and become a marine aviator.”  

Joseph started competing at the age of 10 in 
rimfire matches. He now competes in 3-Gun and 
is interested in IDPA. He has attended the MGM 
Junior 3-Gun Camp and the AMU Junior Camp. His 
long term goal is a career in the Army. In school, he 
is in advanced placement in English and math. His 
favorite subjects are English and civics/economics. 
He enjoys tennis, kayaking, canoeing, hiking, 
camping, archery, and fishing.

“I am in ninth grade, and earth 
science and history/the Constitution 
are my favorite subjects. I started 
shooting USPSA when I was 10 
and am in A class. I also enjoy steel 
challenge and 3-Gun.”

“My name is Jaret Maynard and 
am 16 years old. Before I started 
shooting, I wrestled for two years 
and played baseball for seven 
years. I am currently a master 
class USPSA shooter. I love to 
long board and snowboard. I 
have a 4-year-old chocolate lab, 
Nellie, who is my best friend, and 
she goes everywhere with me.”

“I have been shooting as long 
as I can remember, starting 
with airsoft guns while 
jumping out of mock aircraft 
at an Army fort.  I like a wide 
variety of shooting sports, 
especially 3-Gun, but I have 
also reached Distinguished 

Expert in Precision Three-Position Air Rifle.  At school I compete in 
wrestling and swimming and my favorite subject is American History.” 

                          “I am 14 and live off grid in Wolf 
Creek, Montana, with my parents and younger 
brother. I started shooting pistol at the age of 
five, and began shooting competitively with a 
.22 pistol at the age of nine. I have a black belt 
in ATA Tae Kwon Do and enjoy playing Flames 
of War at the local comic book store.”

Ty has ten big game world records: six with a bow, 
three with a rifle, and one with a muzzleloader. He 
started hunting big game with a rifle at age five and 
with a bow at age six. He currently is sponsored 
by Bear Archery, Trophy Ridge, Carbon Express 
Arrows, GRUBS Boots, Dead Down Wind, and 
Goat Tuff.

“I’m 18, I’ve been shooting since I was 
10 years old, I really like 3-Gun and it’s 
so time and gear intensive that I don’t 
have time to shoot any other disciplines, 
but I don’t mind at all! Other than 
shooting I like hunting, rock-climbing, 
hiking, and mountaineering. (Climbing 
on glaciers and mountains over 14,000 
ft.) For my shooting career I would love to be a part of a great team of 
shooters so that we can make each other better as a team. One of my 
goals is to qualify for the 3-Gun Nation Pro Tour.”
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Safety	Notice
During article development, firearm testing, training, and participating in 

shooting activities, Junior Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an 
adult and follow NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which 
the camera is in front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made 
using a remote camera.

Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products 

represented in this magazine as to which the sale, 
possession, or interstate transportation thereof may be 
restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing 
requirements.  Prospective purchasers should consult 
the local law enforcement authorities in their area.  All of 
the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, 
products, equipment, and components under particular 
conditions and circumstances, some or all of which may not 
be reported in the particular article and which this magazine 
has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended 
to constitute a manual for the use of any product or the 
carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept 
no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information 
contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under 
adult supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing 
line were done via remote camera.

Trust & Pride

After watching HBO Sports with Bryant Gumbel, 
which aired on February 25, that emphasized the dangers 
of people under 18 involved in shooting sports, I reflected 
on its message. I wallowed in the perspectives that differ 
from mine. I analyzed the information and studies on 
accidents, kids, guns, and violence. I painfully attempted 
to imagine myself, as a father and as a grandfather, in the 
tragic stories that were shared, and I agonized over the 
unthinkable. I thought on the intent, purpose, goal, and 
spirit of Junior Shooters magazine as I have many times 
throughout the years. I was left with two feelings that still 
echo with definitive clarity: trust and pride.  

Trust is for the intent behind the message: the 
undeniable and perfect necessity to protect our children 
from harm in any and every way possible. Finding the 
balance between empowered and protected is the single-
most important culture we can build for our kids. It’s not 
that it is commendable or respectable; it’s because it is 
imperative for our future and our humanity.  Trust is also 
for the certainty that people are capable of maintaining that 
balance regardless of age. We are smarter and stronger than 
we have ever been. I trust that gun violence will continue 
to fade because I trust in what we teach and believe. I trust 
that empowered means protected as well the capability 
to enjoy, sustain, and protect life at any age. I trust that 
“educated exposure” is a better philosophy than “ignorance 
is bliss”.  

Pride is for this amazing community that day after day 
validates every belief and principle we advocate for. It is 
for these future leaders, innovators, citizens, and protectors 
of our world that prove, day after day, that they are more 
than capable of growing up.  They are capable of growing 
up great.

At some point in everyone’s life, they are presented 
with a reason and an opportunity to defend themselves 
against the “forest through the trees” debate, regardless of 
their interest, hobby, sport, belief, or choice.   

To each and every growing one of you -- be the forest. 
Grow up great.

A Word from 

your Editor
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Lyman’s By: Jack Stinger (15)

It was the year of 1871. The United 
States of America was still wallowing 
in the wake of a desperate civil war. 
In reflection of the devastating battles 
that took place in the four-year 
period, Colonel William Church and 
General George Wingate noticed the 
astounding lack of marksmanship 
and precise shooting among the ranks 
of both armies. To “promote and 
encourage rifle shooting on a scientific 
basis,” the two veterans established 
the National Rifle Association. Soon 
after, the NRA purchased a small 
farm in New York that became known 
as Creedmoor. It was at this farm 
where the first rifleman competitions 
in America were held. One of these 
competitions required a ten-pound 
firearm to be shot at targets situated at 
extreme distances. Shooters who were 
previously using their popular 1874 
Sharps rifles for competition were 
forced to consider other options. The 
stage was set for the introduction of 
the Sharps 1877.

Charles Overbaugh was a man of 
ambition. Seeing the problems that 
were developing with his company’s 
famous rifle in the competitive 
shooting realm, Overbaugh decided to 
design his own, lighter version of the 

Sharps 
Rifles

It was the year of 1871. 
            The United States of America 
       was still wallowing in the wake of 
               a desperate civil war...

Sharps 1874. However, despite all of his 
efforts, Overbaugh was not able to lower 
the overall weight of the rifle below the 
ten-pound limit. Fortunately, Sharps 
Manufacturing Company did not ignore 
Overbaugh’s brilliant idea, and research 
was conducted to dramatically reduce 
the weight of the rifle. 

The results were amazing. The 
Sharps 1877, while dropping excess 
weight, retained its precise heavyweight 
barrel to achieve amazing results in the 
competition world. Only 100 of these 
sought-after rifles were produced; each 
yielded outstanding results at long 
ranges. 

Today, the rarity of the Sharps 1877 
pushes the purchasing of the original 
rifle far out of reach for 99.9% of firearm 
enthusiasts. Lyman saw this problem and 
ordered the production of Sharps 1877 
replicas from Pedersoli in Italy. 

Lyman and Pedersoli’s “Model of 
1878” Sharps rifle and sight package is an 
accurate reproduction of the Sharps 1877 
with several modern enhancements.

The benchmark of this rifle is the 
famous Lyman tang and globe sights. 
The tang sight was invented in 1878 
by William Lyman (hence “Model of 
1878”) and allows the shooter to view 
the target area as well as the front sight 
when aiming. This form of rear sight 



Above: Jack 
testing out the 
Lyman Ideal 
Sharps .22 Hornet 
with ammunition 
from Hornady.

Left: Jack 
installing the 
factory peep 
sight on Lyman’s 
1878 Sharps 
reproduction.

Left: Right side view 
with action open 
of Lyman’s Ideal 
Sharps .22 Hornet. 
Ammunition from 
Hornady.

Left: Right side view with action 
open of Lyman’s .45-40 1878 Sharps 
reproduction. Ammunition used is 
from Black Hills.
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“...Amazed at the care 
and mechanical 

precision...”

“...0.4 inches at 50 
yards...”
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is just as accurate as a traditional rear 
sight but enables the shooter to “skip” 
the majority of the time taken to line 
up the rear sight, front sight, and target. 
Serving as a front sight, the Lyman 
globe can switch between blade and 
open-circle style sights through the use 
of various inserts. The open-circle style 
sight incorporates the principles used in 
the making of the tang sight. With the 
aiming area not obstructed, the sight 
utilizes the eye’s instinctive ability to 
align objects in the center of the circle. 
When both the rear and front Lyman 
sights are mounted on the rifle, tight 
groups can be easily maintained by any 
shooter. 

Not only did Lyman produce this 
outstanding replica but also an “Ideal 
Model” Sharps in both .38-55 and 
22 Hornet rifle calibers. The “Ideal 
Model” scales down the 1878 Lyman 
to allow all shooters, young and old, 
the ability to shoot a resemblance of 
the historically significant Sharps rifle. 
Without compromising the elegance 
and accuracy of its predecessor, the 
“Ideal Model” includes modern-day 
enhancements to the age-old design of 
the 1874 Sharps. The rifle we received 
was in .22 Hornet. There was hardly 
any recoil, and the accuracy at 50 yards 
was phenomenal. The first three shots 
out of the rifle produced a group of 0.4 
inches!

I was privileged to have a chance to 
fire both of these rifles and was amazed 
at the care and mechanical precision 
with which they were made. With the 
use of the set/hair trigger, I could fire 
shots the second I drew up on target. 
An attribute of the Sharps design that I 
noticed when shooting the rifles was the 
ease of ejection and replacement of a 
cartridge in the chamber. If the muzzle 
is slightly lowered while dropping the 
lever, the low temperature cartridge case 
pops out, and the shooter can simply 
place a cartridge before the chamber and 
it will slide in. 

After shooting a few groups off a 
bench, I shot both rifles offhand. The 
recoil and muzzle rise of the large .45-
70 cartridge was mostly absorbed by 
the heavy 30-inch Pedersoli barrel. On 
both rifles, the barrel helped steady 
my aim before taking the shot. When 
manipulating the drop-block action, I 
occasionally met resistance due the lack 
of lubrication. However, a few drops of 
FIREClean allowed the rifle to continue 
performing flawlessly. 

From the Great Plains of the Midwest 
to the Creedmoor shooting range, the 
Sharps rife has played a significant 
role in American history. The history 
continues with Lyman’s reproduction of 
the 1874 and 1877 editions of the famous 
rifle.

“To promote and encourage rifle 
shooting on a scientific basis.”
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My name is Colby Furniss (AKA 
Kid Rango). I am eight years old. I live 
in Boise Idaho, and I am a professional 
gunfighter. 

When I was seven years old, I started 
to watch my grandma (Mustang Anne) 
and grandpa (Tucson) do cowboy 
action gun fighting as part of the CFDA 
(Cowboy Fast Draw Association).   
After watching them shoot a few times, 
I told them I wanted to be a professional 
gunfighter, too. Every chance I got 
I would go to practice shoots out in 
Notus, Idaho, with the Treasure Valley 
Gunslingers and watch. My shooting 
buddy “Spud” heard I was ready to 
become a gunfighter and was nice 
enough to lend me his old holster and 
belt until I could get my own.  He 
even gave me some of his old cowboy 
clothes to help me get ready to become 
a gunfighter. 

My grandparents introduced me to 
a man name Curley Calhoon. When I 
first saw him, I thought he was a very 
tall man that wore cool clothes. I was 
so shy when I met him, but after he 
met me, he walked right up to me, got 
on one knee, and shook my hand and 
introduced himself to me.  He asked 
me what my name was and asked if I 
wanted to be a professional gunfighter.  
I told him in a quiet voice, “Yes.” Curley 
told me he could not hear me.  I then 

mustarded up a little more voice and 
said “Yes!” Curley told me was going 
to teach me how to be a professional 
gunfighter, but I had to promise him 
one thing. He made me promise that 
my schoolwork and grades came first. 
He also told me that I had to promise 
that I would always have fun while 
I’m shooting. Curley asked me what 
my cowboy name is. I told him in my 
shy voice it was “Kid Rango.” Curley 
again said he could not hear me. I again 
said, “Kid Rango.” Curley said, “That 
is a fine cowboy name.”

Curley gave me this book about 
cowboy fast draw that had all these 
words in it that I tried to read, but 
a lot of the words were too big for 
me to understand. So with the help 
of my parents and grandparents, we 
started to read the book together. My 
grandparents decided they would make 
me a lesson book about gunfighting 
using something they knew I could 
understand. It had pictures of a gun in 
it. They used a word I had never heard 

of before: “nomenclature.” They said, 
“This book will help you learn all the 
parts of the gun.“

After I started studying for my Billy 
the Kid gunfighter’s test, I went to 
Curley’s house for my first official 
training class. I sat down and listened 
very carefully to all the important 

things Curley told us. When I left, 
Curley told me that the next time we 
meet we are going to take the shooting 
part of the test, which made my eyes 
perk up, and my grin got bigger than 
you could imagine. 

A few months later, we set a date and 
time to go back to Curley’s and take 
my test. I don’t think I slept a wink 
the night before the test. Every time 
I closed my eyes, I had nothing but 
being a gunfighter on my mind. 

When I arrived at Curley’s house, 
he was there to greet my family and 
me. Curley asked if I was ready to be 
a professional gunfighter. Knowing 
Curley wanted me to use my big 
voice and not be shy, I said, “Yes, I 
am,” in my biggest gunfighter voice. 
I sat down, and Curley started asking 
me questions about all the rules of 
the sport and nomenclature of the 
gun. I was nervous, but I knew all 
the parts since I have been practicing 
so much. I answered all his questions 
except the last one. Curley asked 
me, “What was the thing I had to do 
all the time?” I thought real hard and 
did not remember that question as 
being part of my studying. I paused. 
Then I remembered; I need to have 
fun. I remembered Curley telling me 
the first rule is safety, and the second 
rule is to have fun, and the final rule is 
competition. 

When that was done, Curley told me 
it was time for me to do the shooting 
part of my test. I got real nervous, put 
on my holster, and my grandpa got out 
his backup gun, a .45 caliber Ruger 
Vaquero single-action pistol, from his 
bag and handed it to me. I did what I 

My name is Colby 
Furniss (AKA Kid Rango)

I am 8 years old &

“ I said, “yes I am” 
in my biggest gun 

fighter voice.”

I’m a 

PROfessional 
    GUNFIGHTER !
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Curley and I 
getting ready to start 

my shooting test!

Grandpa (Tucson) 
handing me my bullets.

was taught and checked the gun to make 
sure it was unloaded and safe for me 
to handle. Curley walked me up to the 
line and told me what we were going to 
do next. My heart was beating so loud 
it was hard for me to hear what he was 
saying over the thumping of my heart. 
Curley handed me a few bullets. My 
hands were shaking, but I was trying 
my best to not show how nervous I 
was. I just took a breath and took my 
time and loaded each bullet into my .45 
pistol. I put my gun into my holster and 
waited for the commands to fire. Once 
the command was given, I stood there 
staring at the light waiting for it to 
come on. It seemed like forever, but all 
of a sudden, the light came on, I pulled 
my gun, and “bang.” I don’t even know 
if I hit the target or not. With each shot, 
my nerves started again but not as bad 
as the time prior. Curley had me shoot 
a few more times, and then he told me, 
“Okay. Let’s take the shoot test now.” 
I was thinking to myself, “I thought 
was just did that.” But I was not going 
to argue. And, hey, that means I get to 
shoot some more. 

Curley then let my grandpa (Tucson) 
step up and hand me my bullets, and I 
put them into my gun. Once again, the 
nerves fired back up, but I knew I had 
been hitting the target so I had nothing 
to worry about. The commands came, 
and the shots went off perfectly. As I 
was waiting for the next shot command, 
Curley told me, “Congratulations, Kid 
Rango! You passed.  You are now a 
professional gunfighter.” 

Curley told me I was all certified, and 
as soon as I turned eight years old, I 
could start shooting competitions. I let 
Curley know that I will be turning eight 
on October 13th, 2012. Curley seemed 

“I stayed calm and 
respectful and told 
them I was ready.”

very excited to tell me that he wanted 
me to shoot in the 10:13 to Lowman 
shootout that will be on October 13th 
and 14th, 2012, in Lowman, Idaho.  

My first shoot and 8th birthday:
On October 12, 2012, my family 

all drove up to Lowman for the 10:13 
to Lowman shoot. We brought up a 
camper and decided to camp at the 
campground so we would not have to 
rent a hotel. We parked our camper next 
to several of my new gunfighter friends 
and my grandpa and grandma. When 

we arrived, people were so excited to 
see me there and asked if I was ready 
for my big day and my birthday. I was 
trying to be very polite and answered in 
my best cowboy boy voice. 

Later that night, my family, grandma, 
grandpa, and their best friends came 
over to our camper and said they had 
some things for my birthday. I told 
them that it was not my birthday yet. 
They said they wanted me to open 
these gifts up before my big shoot in 
the morning. When I started to open 
my gifts, it seemed like everyone from 
the camp walked over to see what I 
got. I was so surprised when I opened 
up my gifts and noticed I got a new 
custom holster and belt, new pants, 
new shirt, and some stickers that had 
“Kid Rango” on them.  

The next morning I woke up (not 
that I really slept much) and was ready 
for my first competition shoot as a 

real professional gunfighter. I was so 
excited I don’t think I even thought 
about it being my eighth birthday. 
When I walked out of the camper 
with all my new gear on, everyone 
was looking at me and asking if I was 
ready to go shooting. I stayed calm and 
respectful and told them I was ready. 

When we walked down to sign up for 
the shoot, I was nervous and excited at 
the same time. I could not wait for the 
match to start. Before it started, my 
parents and grandparents kept telling 
me, “Don’t worry about how fast you 
are; you only need to hit the target.” 
Once the shooting started, I had the 
best time of my life. Every time I hit 
the target, people were cheering for me. 
They did not care if I had the fastest 
time or not. Throughout the whole day, 
I stayed focused and kept reminding 
myself that I promised Curley that I 
would continue to have fun. 

After the first day of shooting was 
finished, they announced they were 
going to hold a side match called 
“The Eliminator.” I have never heard 
of this type of shoot and had to ask 
what it was about. I don’t think I really 
understood, but I just decided to wait 
for my name to be called so I could go 

Spud and I 
at the 10:13 to Lowman 

shootout.

I’m a 

PROfessional 
    GUNFIGHTER !
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The Eliminator

The Winners
L to R: Tin Bender, Rango Kid, 

Spud, Cool Hand Suz, Buzzard Cooper, 

Mississippi Marshall

Tucson (grandpa), 
Curley, and me.

shoot. The match kept going, but I had 
not heard my name yet. It was starting 
to get toward the end, and I was not 
sure if I was going to shoot or not. But 
then it happened; they called, “Kid 
Rango,” you are next to shoot in The 
Eliminator.” I gathered my bullets and 
walked up to the line past my grandpa 
(Tucson) who was the range master. 
Tucson said, “Good luck, Rango.” I 
said, “Thank you,” and walked up the 
line. When I got there, I noticed my 
grandma (Mustang Anne) was standing 
there and asked if she could be my hand 
judge. I told her, “Of course, you can.” 

It was a long match that was going 
between me and another shooter named 
Little Foot. It came down to the last 
round, and when the light went off, I 
pulled my gun and just stayed focused 

on what Curley and my grandparents 
taught me and just squeezed the trigger. 
The next thing I knew I was hearing 
my name over the loud speaker telling 
everyone, “Kid Rango has just won 
The Eliminator on his eighth birthday!” 

That night, we all went around the 
campfire and listened to cowboy poetry 
and listened to music. They also gave 
some raffle prizes away to some of the 
shooters. I ended up winning a small 
moose-head statue and was so excited 
when they called my winning ticket. At 
the end of the raffle, they said they had 
one more gift -- a $100 gift card from 
American Express.  They asked me to 
come over and draw the winning ticket. 
I pulled the number out and handed it 
to Curley. They called the number out 
and nobody acted like they won. They 
then told me I won. I could not believe 
how perfect my birthday was. People 

“ I was the happiest 
kid in the world. ”

My first shoot and 8th 
birthday.

I turned toward Little Foot and shook 
her hand and told her, “Nice shooting.” 
Everyone in the crowd was so excited 
and clapping for me. My grandma gave 
me a great big hug and told me I did 
great. I walked toward my parents, 
and I was stopped by Curley. He got 
down on one knee and congratulated 
me on my win. I was the happiest kid 
in the world. I then walked over to my 
grandpa, and he was so excited he did 
not have words for me winning. He 
gave me a great big hug and gave me a 
pat on the back and was able to get the 
words “Great job, Rango” out.  

Later that night, we had a dinner 
with all the other shooters and families. 
After eating, I thought we were done 
for the night but was surprised when 
they brought in a birthday cake with 
my picture on it. Everyone sang happy 
birthday to me. I was so surprised 
and told everyone to please share my 
birthday cake with me. I think everyone 
had some because there was only one 
or two pieces left over.  

“He gave me a great 
big hug and gave 

me a pat on the back 
and was able to get 
the words, “great job 

Rango”, out. ”
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My family: Me and my mom 
(Sara, dad (Idaho Bandit), and 

sister (Riley)

were asking me if I was going to buy 
toys with my money. I thought about 
it and said, “No. I’m going to by 
myself a gun.”

The next morning the shoot started 
back up, and I was right back into it. 
I shot all day long, and near the end 
of the day, they moved into the final 
rounds for placement. The kids took 
turns shooting after the adults.  The 
final three Billy the Kids shooting in 
the final were Spud, Tank, and I. It 
came down to the last round, and I 
ended up taking second place behind 
my buddy Spud.

After all the shooting was done, 
they handed out the prizes for the 
winners. My grandpa (Tucson) took 
second place just like I did.  

Where I am now with my shooting:
I get to shoots here in Idaho twice 

a month. I really enjoy spending time 
at the shoots with everyone. We have a 
joke around the club that people don’t 
like to shoot against me because I 
might not be as fast as them, but I don’t 
miss. 

A few months ago, I kept my promise 
I made at the 10:13 to Lowman shoot: I 

“I am not the same shy gunfighter who 
started a few years ago. I am one of the 
club members and family and do my part 
to ensure that everyone is staying safe 
and always reminding people that they 

need to have fun. 

was able to find my own gun, and with 
my winnings and the money I saved 
up, I bought it on my own. I have also 
convinced my dad (Idaho Bandit) to 
start shooting. He is getting better, but 
I still don’t miss and win against him 
about half the time.  

Where am I now 
with my shooting?

From left to right: Kid 
Rango, Spud, and Tank
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By: Glenn Sapir, NSSF 
Director Editorial Services

No matter what activity in which 
you participate, safety should always 
be the first consideration. Think 
about it: Can there be such a thing as 
a successful hunting trip if someone 
gets hurt, especially as the result of a 
firearms accident? Of course not!

 Safety is paramount. 
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation® (NSSF) ® has been 
crusading for all aspects of firearms 
safety since the trade association for 
the firearms, ammunition, hunting and 
shooting sports industry was founded 
in 1961. One of its best-known 
programs has been Project ChildSafe, 
which stresses the safe handling and 
storage of firearms. Launched in 1998 
by NSSF with industry support, the 
program eventually received millions 
of dollars in federal grants. When the 
grants ended in 2008, industry again 
became the exclusive supporter of 
Project ChildSafe.

Even though a national poll 
established that more than seven in 
10 adults support restoring federal 
funding to help Project ChildSafe 
provide the public with free firearm 
safety kits, which include a gun lock 
and a safety brochure, the program 
continues to be supported exclusively 
by the firearms industry.

That’s not to say the program 
doesn’t have its many supporters and 
that NSSF doesn’t have partners to 
help promote Project ChildSafe and 
the safety message for which it stands.

Since early June, NSSF has been 
promoting the message of “Own it? 
Respect it. Secure it.” to increase the 
awareness of safe firearm storage. 

The partners in the program include 
law enforcement agencies in all 50 
states and all American territories that 
have ordered these free gun safety 
kits and distributed them, in turn, for 
free to the citizens they serve. In fact, 
since the program’s beginning, more 
than 36 million free cable-style gun 
locks and safety brochures have been 
distributed throughout the nation. That 
is in addition to the 60 million gun 
locks that have been distributed by 

Project ChildSafe® Delivers 
Important Message

firearm manufacturers in recent years 
with new-gun purchases.

Another partner has been USA 
Shooting, which oversees the 
development of U.S. National Teams for 
international competition and promotes 
the shooting sports throughout the U.S. 
Among those shooters, of course, are 
the outstanding athletes that make up 

our Olympic shooting team.
At Project ChildSafe launches across 

the continent, where government and 
law enforcement officials, along with 
representatives from NSSF, deliver 
the firearms safe handling and storage 
message, members of USA Shooting 
have been on hand to lend their support, 
and their words deliver an important 
message.

For example, Kelsey Zauhar, a 
member of the Shotgun National 
Development Team, said, “My 
first firearms lesson was about the 
importance of safety at all times. And 
that responsibility doesn’t end when 
fun on the range is over. Locking 
up my firearms when not in use 
fulfills my responsibility to ensure 
the safety of others. It brings a sense 
of accomplishment that adds to the 
feelings on the podium. All firearms 
owners win when they’re safe!”

Among the other Project ChildSafe 
partners is Cabela’s, Inc, which calls 
itself “the World’s Foremost Outfitter 
of hunting, fishing and outdoor gear.” It 
has made a concerted effort to promote 
the safety message in its many stores, 
in its catalogues and online.

“Cabela’s is proud to support Project 
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Firearms industry program provides 
FREE GUN LOCKS 
& Important safety information
ChildSafe and help educate firearms 
owners on the importance of safe and 
proper firearm storage,” said Scott 
Williams, Cabela’s Chief Marketing 
Officer. 

Project ChildSafe’s website, 
www.projectchildsafe.org, has been 
revamped and provides a lot of neat 
information. Two interactive aspects of 
the site invite your participation.

The first is an invitation to take the 
pledge. What pledge? “I choose to 
own a firearm and therefore accept 
responsibility for using and storing 
it safely. I commit to securing my 
firearm when not in use, being aware 
of who can access it at all times and 
educating others to do the same.” Will 
you commit to this pledge?

Another interactive feature of the 
website is the Gun Safety Quiz. “How 
sharp is your gun safety knowledge?” 
the website asks, and then offers the 
challenge: “Take the gun safety quiz 
and see how your score compares to 
your friends.”

SAFETY 
should always 
be the first 
consideration

Tests in school may not be fun, 
but this quiz is. Its content, 
however, is quite serious. In fact, 
every aspect of owning, handling 
and storing a firearm is a matter 
that you must take seriously--and 
Project ChildSafe helps deliver 
that message.
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Mikayla Blosser tearing it up with her Predator Tactical open gun 
at Columbia Cascade in Albany Oregon! Shane Hill engaging a 
target array at our local range with his XDM 9mm. Jeremy Marboe 
shooting his Springfield XDM 9mm at Columbia Cascade.  

Practical
   Edge
          
          Junior 
team

By: Jaret Maynard (16)

“...I’m truly 
only limited 

to what I limit 
myself to.”
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My name is Jaret Maynard, and I am 
15 years old. I am also one of eleven kids 
on the Practical Edge Junior Shooting 
Team, the one and only junior team in 
the sport of USPSA. 

USPSA is a combination of men and 
women of all ages who compete with a 
variety of pistols. In USPSA, we shoot 
IPSC cardboard targets and steel plates 
and poppers. The sport has been around 
for a while; however, we are the first one 
to throw a junior-team aspect into the 
sport. 

The team idea came into play soon 
after I started USPSA (August 2012). The 
mastermind who came up with the idea 
was my mom, Dee Maynard, our team 
coordinator. Before I started shooting, 
I was a wrestler (similar to shooting in 
that it’s a one-man sport with teams). 
When I started shooting, she wondered, 
“Why is this sport any different?” Not 
three months later, we were having our 
first practice.

The team consists of eleven juniors, 
three with prior experience to the sport, 
eight of them brand new to the sport. 
Eastin Ard, Austin Schoffstall, Adam 
Zaragoza, Shane Hill, Mikayla Blosser, 
Olivia Bayuk, Jeremy Marboe, Dexter 
Bradley, Sheridan Arntzen, Samantha 
Joyner, and me, Jaret Maynard. The 
youngest is 10 and the oldest is 18.  The 
team is coached by Mark Bradley and 
my dad, Randy Maynard.

As our season progressed, the kids 
saw major improvements in everyone’s 
abilities. Some team members started 
placing higher in the overall at matches, 
some started placing higher on single 
stages, and some just reduced the amount 
of mistakes they made throughout the 
match. Some of this was due to our team 
practices. However, the most difference 
was made in dry fire (same goes for any 

Olivia Bayuk won 1st D class production. Dexter Bradley won high overall. 
Mikayla Blosser won Lady champion, second B class and Second junior. 
Jaret Maynard won high junior and first B class. Coach, Mark Bradley won 
first master class open.

Practical Edge making a 
name at Columbia Cascade! 

USPSA
shooter, not just juniors). As a team, 
we have practice three times a month 
and have one local match we attend as 
a team. There are other matches within 
100 miles that a lot of the kids also 
attend. 

Mikayla, Dexter, and I and our 
families went to Area 1 this year and 
had astounding finishes there. Mikayla 
won 4th place Lady, Dexter won Junior 
Champion, I won 3rd place B Class 
Open. Mikayla and I also attended the 
MGM Junior Camp. We learned a lot and 
even brought back some drills for the 
team to work on at practice! These drills 
only bettered the team for our big travel 
match, Columbia Cascade in Albany, 
Oregon. At Columbia Cascade, Dexter 
was Match Champion, I was Junior 
Champion and 1st B Class, Mikayla won 
2nd B Class, and Olivia won 1st D Class. 
I am very proud of how well our team 
did!

Recently, after a team practice, I had 
the chance to talk with Mikayla Blosser 
about her thoughts on shooting, and on 
our team. “I like competitive shooting 
because, everyone’s successes or failures 
depend fully on themselves. I set my 
own goals and expectations, and then 

I have to be driven enough to work to 
reach and go beyond those expectations, 
meaning I’m truly only limited to what 
I limit myself to. I also love getting to 
meet and shoot with the other people in 
this sport. I have learned so much from 
so many other shooters that I can apply 
to all areas of my life, and I’ve made 
some pretty great friends throughout 
my experience. Plus there’s never a dull 
moment on the range, especially with 
our team!”

Dexter added, “For the majority of 
my junior shooting career, I didn’t 
have many other juniors to practice or 
compete with, until the Practical Edge 
Junior Team was born. It’s nice having 
support from other junior shooters. It’s 
great being able to mentor the younger 
shooters on the team.”

I personally like shooting because 
unlike other sports, we get to compete 
with the pros.  Shooters are probably the 
nicest people and so welcoming to new 
shooters. I like being on the Practical 
Edge Junior Team because before the 
team existed, we (kids) were competitors 
who were friendly with each other. Now, 
we are friends who compete against and 
with each other.



After a long month and a half we are on a plane headed for 
Johannesburg, South Africa to hunt with Limcroma Safaris.

Dinner that night was a blast and breakfast the next 
morning was much the same! 
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Wow! I just graduated from Port Neches Groves High School as a 
member of the National Honor Society. You know the old saying, “Time 
flies when you’re having fun”? Well, for the most part, that is true. I can 
honestly say that school is not my first choice of fun, but I do have some 
really cool memories. One of the highlights was introducing my buddies 
to bow hunting. Hey, in my opinion, bow hunting is part of PE! I filmed 
Dill shooting his first deer with the bow when he was 14. I was sitting 
in a lock-on behind his ladder stand. When that arrow hit that deer in the 
vitals, he turned to the camera and his eyes were bigger than basketballs! 
He was hooked! He even got kicked off the football team for hunting too 
much his senior year. Now as for Wolfer and Li’l John, they are hooked, 
but they have not connected yet. This will be their year! 

Now, Back to graduation night; right after the principal presented 

me with my diploma, Dad texted me from the bleachers, “Proud of you 
son! We are going to Africa in July!” Yes! I help Dad market safaris 
for Limcroma to earn hunting credits. I knew we had a good marketing 
season, but this really took me by surprise!

After a long-month-and-a-half, we are on a plane headed for 
Johannesburg, South Africa, to hunt with Limcroma Safaris. The flight 
is 16 hours, but every second is worth it. I would have traveled in the 
cargo bin just to get there. Sixteen hours is a long time to be on a plane, 
but every trip is what you make of it. The best advice that I can give is to 
plan ahead. Each South African Airways seat in the economy section has 
an entertainment system with games, radio, movies, etc. I took magazines 

Dad’s kudu.

SOUTH
and a taxidermy catalog with me to pass some time. If I was 
allowed to carry on my Arizona E-Z Fletch, I would have made 
up a couple dozen arrows along the way. I did have it packed in 
my checked baggage. I actually take it on all of my adventures. 
It is the simplest fletching system on the market, and in Africa 
it is a must-have, especially if you shoot varmints and guinea 
fowl. You will be replacing fletching from arrows skipping 
across the red dirt. 

We always arrive in South Africa in the evening and spend 
one night just outside of Johannesburg at the Afton Guest 
House for a good night’s sleep. The steak cooked over hot 
African hardwood coals is very tasty. Smelling the steaks 
cooking while staring into the hot coals makes you daydream 
about your pin settling on the vitals of many different African 
beasts. I have shot everything from jackals to elephants while 
staring into those coals! The coolest part about spending a night 
at the Afton is meeting a new friend. It happens every time. 
Years ago, we met Captain Mike from Florida at the Afton, and 
we hunt together all the time now. On this trip, I met a very 
nice gentleman named Donald Dvoroznak with Ripcord Arrow 
Rests. We told one story after another. He introduced me to the 
Bear Motive Six! I fell in love with that bow! Here’s how small 

the world really is: Donald lives out West and we live in Texas, 
but we are all originally from Pennsylvania! Donald was a state 
policeman in PA and visited my grandfather’s little bow shop 
several times in the small town of Franklin. 

Dinner that night was a blast, and breakfast the next morning 
was much the same! A South Africa July winter morning is 
beautiful beyond description with the sun rising over the treetops 
filled with giant, steroid-eating doves. The constant calling of 
the doves speaks Africa! After breakfast, Mr. Donald headed 
to his safari destination, and we headed 3.5 hours northwest to 
Limcroma situated in the Limpopo province on the Botswana 
border. Rainer Visser picked us up at the Afton. That was a 
very special surprise because Rainer was my Personal Hunter 
(PH – guide) on my very first safari, plus, he likes biltong and 
ginger ale as much as I do, so it wasn’t long before we made a 
quick stop to get some.

PART 1



We settled into a very large elevated blind overlooking a pond. Johan 
mentioned that this is a great blind for kudu. 

23Volume 17 SPRING 2014

Ty Weaver (18)
BACON BITS

SOUTH AFRICAN
My warthog and civet. 

We arrived at the Limcroma river camp 
for brunch and settled into our chalet on the 
Crocodile River. The river was low, but the 
fish were swirling everywhere, and every few 
minutes Egyptian geese squawked as they 
flew overhead. In minutes, we were unpacked, 
took a few practice shots with the bow, and we 
were stalking the river bank for warthogs and 
bushbuck. We decided to stalk the river the first 
afternoon to kill some time until our PH and best 
buddy, Johan, arrived at camp. We were stalking 
along the steep bank of the river when we heard 
an Egyptian goose at the river’s edge squawking 
at the top of its lungs. We peeked over the edge 
to see what all the excitement was about, and 
we noticed a big croc ten feet from the goose. 
It sounded like my mom telling my little sister 
to do her homework! The croc spooked and we 
stalked on. 

We didn’t have to stalk far before a big boar 
warthog was within bow range. I wanted Dad to 
take a shot with his recurve but from his angle, 
the brush was in the way, so he gave me the big 
eyes and head nod to take the shot. I did not 
hesitate a second to squeeze the trigger on my 
Equalizer release sending a 150 grain Buzzcut 
broadhead through the shoulders of “Bacon Bits” 
with a loud smack! The boar struggled to go 30 
yards! I turned to give Dad the thumbs up, but 
he was drawing his recurve and quickly released 
an arrow. He looked over his shoulder and gave 
me the thumbs up. I was a bit confused at first 
until he ran 20 yards and picked up a francolin (a 
small pheasant like bird.) Sweet! Pork and fowl 
down the first afternoon! 

Johan joined us around the campfire, and 
we decided to sit in a blind the next morning 
overlooking a waterhole. We love taking impala 
and spotted some old mature rams in the area. 
We jumped into the blind early after a hot cup 
of coffee and homemade rusk. This is a great 
combination to jump-start a chilly morning. The 
wind was swirling a bit so we kept the Dead 

Down Wind e3 Scent Prevent Field Spray handy. It works a million times better than 
burning dung! 

A nyala charged the waterhole along with some sable cows and young bulls. I could 
see a black-faced monster sable in the brush, but he refused to walk to the water. We 
had 30 or more critters at the water, but the big sable would not commit! In minutes, 
the waterhole was vacant and all was quiet except for the hornbill looking in the blind 
window at me. I spotted a flicker of an ear off to my right and soon made out a heavy 
impala horn. An old ram was carefully analyzing his approach to the waterhole. As soon 
as he started to drink, I sent the arrow on its way. I could tell the shot was true by the 
ram’s reaction. He couldn’t even pick up his head! Johan and Dad slapped me around a 
bit while celebrating. We waited a few minutes and replayed the footage confirming the 
shot was right on target. The blood trail was short, and at the end was a nice mature ram! 
We took some nice photos and headed back to the lodge for lunch. Marcel, our chef, is 
amazing. She performs magic in the kitchen! After we finished eating Johan looked at 
my dad and said, “Savuka, we need to see what that recurve can do this afternoon.” Dad 
immediately jumped up and headed out back to take a few warm-up shots.

We settled into a very large elevated blind overlooking a pond. Johan mentioned 
that this is a great blind for kudu. We weren’t there ten minutes when Johan raised his 
binoculars and pointed to the thick thorn brush. He whispered, “Monster kudu bull, but 
he has a broken horn!” Dad immediately responded with, “That just adds character!” I 
knew Dad wanted that kudu bad! Three nice kudu bulls came in, but the old unicorn bull 


